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PREFACE

The idea for this treatise originated from my service as a planning board member in
Gilford during which time I realized how much members of land use boards are expected to
know. While members receive occasional legal assistance from town counsel, very often lay
board members must have a working knowledge of the law to effectively perform their
functions.

This treatise was published in 1993. The Supplements to the 1993 printing and
updates have been incorporated in this 2007 edition. Attorney Melissa Martin updated the
1993 book with regular Supplements through 1998. In 2007, Attorney Jeanne Saffan-Grill
further updated this treatise incorporating all of the Supplements and subsequent statutory
and case law relating to New Hampshire land use. She had assistance from Attorneys
Kristen Gardiner, Melissa Martin and Erik Simensen who contributed to an update of the
constitutional law chapter, and expert technical and production assistance from Paralegal
Janice Hammond.

I would like to acknowledge and thank the Directors of Martin, Lord & Osman, P.A.
who have generously supported this effort - David Osman, Margaret Demos, Benette
Pizzimenti, Melissa Martin, Steve Goss and Kristen Gardiner, who remained committed
throughout the entire project.

We earnestly solicit comments that will make this book of assistance to everyone
working to see that our New Hampshire lands are well used.
Willard G. Martin, Jr., Editor

May 15, 2007
Laconia, New Hampshire






This treatise is dedicated to the men and women of New Hampshire who spend
countless hours as volunteers serving on the land use boards of their communities. If this
treatise assists them in some small way in carrying out their important duties, its purpose
will have been fulfilled.
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